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His Majeſties Declaration, 
To all His Loving SubieQts. 


Publiſhed mit the advice of His Privie Conncell, 


_—. 


*Lthough We do not beleeve that Our Houſe of Comtnons in« 
tended, by their Remonltrance of the State of the Kilngdome, 
NA to put Us toany Apology, either for Qur paſt or preſent Afdti- 


ons; Notwithſtanding,  nkpnt/frnhs 5 won kt it fo Fer ne-. 


C (upon their obſervation'of the prefent diftempetr)to pubh 
—_—- the fatisfa&tionr of all Our loym Subjects, beth gbt., 
it yery ſuitable ro-che dey of our place, (with which God hath try(t+, 
ed Lts) to do Our pert to-f6 good a workin which WaſhalfF not think, 
it, below Our Kingly ipnity'ts deſcend toany partictifar,which-ma: My 
compoſe and ſectle the alfe&fons of Oar meanett Sabjefts, ſince We : 
are fo concious of Onr Selfof fuch nprighe Intentions atd endeavors, 
and only of ſuch (for which We give Go1 thanks ) for the Peace 
Happineſſe of Ow Kingdom,in whick che profperity of Our Subjefs 


malt be included, chat we with from Our _ at even! Our moſt ſe- 


cret thoughts'were iſhedto their view and examination ; thaugh 
We muſtconſefſe Weearnat bar be very forry in this coojunfure of 
time. (when theunhappinefſe of this Kingdom's fo 


weienat intended; 


preſſions; And that orher which acknowledgerh the many good Laws 
pallet by Our Grate and Fayour this Partiamear, for the ſecurity of 


4 notrefaſed to' atty BM preſented'to Us by otir P; 
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pveral undet- . 


ſtood abroad) there Monktbe fach a neceſſity of pribÞſhing ſo many - 
particulars, from'whieh, We pray, no in&veniences taay enſue that 


- Weſhallinfe wordypaſſe orertheparr ofthe tiarrative, wherein - 
the misfortunesof this Kinpddm from Our firſtentring tothe Crown, 


to the beginning ofthis PartHament, arc reftiembred in fo fenfibleex- 


Qur people; Ot which WeſhaT onely fay thits much, Th tas We have. 
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drefls of thoſegrievarices mentioned in the RemSnfirante,lo We have = 
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hd mn gn therefore We ſhall as iayiolably ma 


We h, ay aingas We 
eds nent 


; Kall Quefo- 
Ain een th cry oſrhtthey hav ove bdergon 
A:3 afteCtion,thar ey memory of what they, tiave totmecly undergon 

it by the Rel hAnecefſiiesof ok times, will not be ile line 
to them: And poſſibly in a pious ſence of Gods blelsing upon this Na- 
tion ( how fictle (hace ſoever Weſhall haye of 'the acknowledgement) 
they wil confefſe they have injoyed a great meaſure of happineſſe(even 


0 theſe laſt ſix;eeoycers).both.in peace and pleacy,'not pricly cormpara- 
3 4 tively inte of tþ 1 *Neigh QU:s, but even of thoſe times which 
4 were juftly accc MART IEES: 3. 


| WAIGH May Make tome ion in the. 

wil ' luppo emay be of two forts,cicher for 

their civil Intereſts. The Fears for Religion 

here eftabUlags may be invaded by 
>anied with 10 


The Fears and Jcalout 
cinhot Ore ple, 
Religion,or Liberty, and their ciy 
may haply be, notonely as Ours 


the Romiſh party, but as it. is accompanied with ſom? Ceremonies, at 
which ſome tender conſciences really arg,or pretendto be ſcandalized, 
for of any other which have been uled witho any legall warrant or 
injun&ion, andalready are, or ſpeedily may bea ed, We ſhall 
*— not ſpeak, Lt Led bed, | 
= Concerning religion,as there may-be any ſuſpicion of favour or in- 
® clinafion to.the Papiſts, We are willing to declare to all the world, 
þ That as We have been from our childhood broughe up in,and prafti- 
3 ſd the religion now eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ſoit is well known, 


We have (not contented fimply with the principles of Oar Edacati- - 

on) given a good proportiqn of Oar eime & pains,to the examination 

of the grounds of this religgon , as it is different from; that of Rome, 

| - andarefiom Our foul ſofully ſatisfied and affured,that it is moſt pure, 

9 - and agreeable to the Sacred V Yord of God, of any religion now pra- 

4 &iſed in the Chriſtian world: That as V. Ve beleeve V Ve can maintain 

the ſame by unanſwerable reafons, ſo VVe hope VVe ſhould readily 
ſ:alto it by theeffufionof Oar Blood if it pleaſed God to call Us to-: 
that ſacrifice. And therefore yi? be ſo acceptableunto Ls, as. 
any proppſition which may contribure to the advancement of it here, 
or the propagation of it abroad, being the onely means to draw down | 
a ble{sing from God uppon Our ſelves & this Nations Aud Ve ay 
: "JF z { F&Le. 
go 
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ben extfeaſnly unfortunate, if this profeſsian of OwsMiwantins © 6 | 
Oac people:O ac conſtant praRicein Our own Perſon; having alwa ies 

beea (wirhour ftentation) | 
duty herein,ax V Ve could poſkibly cell how to expreſſe, 


as much to the evidence of Oar care and 


. For differences __ our ſelves, for matters indiff:rent in their 
own nature concerningreligion, V Ve ſhall,io tendernefſe to any num- 
ber of Oar loving Subje&z, very willingly comply with the advice of 
Oar P.rliament , that ſome Liw miy be made tor the exemption of 
tender conſciences from puniſhment, or profecution for ſuch Cere- 
manies, in ſuch caſes which by che judgement of moſt men, are held 
to be marters indiffeceat,and ot ſome to be abſolutely unlawfull. Pro-' 
vided chat this caſe be attempted, and pucſued wich that modeſty, 
er and @bmiGion, that in the mean time the peace and quiet of 
ingdom be not di , the decency and comlinefſe of Gods 
| need; nor the pious, ſober, and devout a&ions of 
thoſe reverend Perfons,who were the fickt labourers in that bleſſed re- 
formation,or of that time, be ſcandald and defamed. For V Ve cannot 
without prief of heart, and without fore tix upon Our Self, and Our 
Miniſters for the not execution of Our Laws, look upon the bold Li- 
cence of ſome men, inprinting of Pamphlets, in Pceaching and prin- 
ting of Sermons, fo fall of bittergeſſe and malice _ the preſent 
Government, againſt the Laws eſtabliſhed , ſo full of ſedition againſt 
Sclf,and the peace of the Ki that V Ve are many times ama- 
to.conlider by whar Eyes theſe things are ſeen, and by what Eares 
areheard ; And therefore V Ve have good cauſe to command, as 
We have done,and hereby do, all our Judges and Miaiſters of juſtice, 
Que Atcurney and Sollicitor Generall , and the reſt of Our learned 
zZouncell.to proceed with all againſt ſuch, and their Abettors, 
who either by meE_ger words have fo boldly and malicioufly viola- 
ted the Laws,diſturbed the peace of the Commonwealthzand, as mach 
a$in them lies,ſhaken the very foundation upon which that peace and 
happineſſe is founded and conſticuted. And Wedoubt not butall Our 
loving Subjefts,will be yery ſenſible that this buſiq,viculentdemeanour, 
isa fit Ep. a to bat coufuſion ; and if not very reaſonably 


puniſhed and prevented, will dot onely bea blemiſh to the wholſome- 
accommodation We in tan ,qnipeakable ſcandall and impu- 
tation, eyen upon the proteſsion andxeligzon of rhis Our Kingdome- 

of England. £ ans oro and 

_ Concerning the Civill Lil ecticxand Imerct of Ouc. Subjefts, We 
hall nerd to lay the kefle, having ered id many lafting Monu-- 
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- ments of QurIyincely and fatherly care of Our People, tn thofe many 
excellent Lawes paſſed by Us this Parliament,which in truth { wick ' 
> very much<ontent to Oar Selte) V Ve conceive to be fo large and am» 
ple,that very many ſober men have very littieto with for. 
We underſtood well the Right,and pretences of Right Wedepart- 
ed from in the conſenting to the Bills of the Triennial Parliament,for 
the continuance of this preſent Parliament, and in thepreamble tothe 
Bill of Tunnage and Poundage the matter of which having begot 
{o many diſturbances in late Parliaments, We were willing to-re- 
move;that no intereſt of Qurs might hereafter break that correſpon- 
dency, abundaatly contenting Our ſelfe with an Aſſurance ( which 
We till have)that we ſhonld be repaired & ſupplied by a Jaſt propor- 
tion of conftidence,bounty, & obedience -of our people. In the Bils 
tor the taking away the High Commiſſion and Star-chamber Courts, 
We believed We had given that reall fatisſaRion,' that all jealonfies 
and apprenenſions of Arbitrary prefſures under theCivill or Ecelefia- | 
ſticall itate, would eafily have been abandoned,efpecially whenrhey 
es all poflible doubts fecured by the viſitation of a Trienniall Pa. 
13[DEnNts 
Thefc,andothers of no meane'confideration, We had rather ſhould 
be valued ia the heartsand affeQtions of Out people, then in any men-' 
tion of. Qur awn, not doubting, but as We have taken all theſe occafi- 
ons to-render their conditionmoſt comfortable and happy,ſo they wi 
alwayes ina grateful}, and deutifull relation ; be ready ywithequal 
tendernefle and alacrity,toadvance OnrRights,andpreferve cur Ho-' 
nour,upon which their own ſecurity-andfiubviftaneefomuch depends. 
And.We will beſo caretul,thae no patticular ſhal be preſented unto” 
Us far the compleating andeſtabliſhing that iecurity,” to which We 
wil got with thefamereatineſſe contribute Our beft afliſtance;'' ' 
It theſereſolitions be the efefs of Our preſent Councells,(and We 
take Ged to witnelſe thar' they ave ſuch, and thariall Oar loving Sab- 
1K&1may confidently expe&the benefrt of therit frem Us)Certainely 
ng Uldehign=upes the publite careccontipany ſuch ref&icjons,nei- . 
ther wil there be great catife of ſuſption'of'any Perfors peferretby 
Us to degrees of honour, *and- places of trafk.ind imployment finte! 
this Partiament, And We muſt confeffe, that amongſt Otr misfor= 


tunes, Wereckon it not the Jeaft; That having not retainedI3n Que” 
Service,nor prote&ed any on: Perfon, againſt whom Our Parliament 
hath excepted, :during the whole fitting of ir, and having in all that, 
_ time ſcarcevouchſated to any man an'initanecof Our Grace and Fa- 
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vor, but to ſach who were under ſome eminent Charafter of Eftima- 
tion amorig Out people, there ſhould lo foone be any miſunder* 
ſtanding or jealonſie of their fidelity and uprightnefſe, eſpecially in a 
time when We take all occaſions to declare, That we conceive Qur 
Telt only capable of being ſerved by honeſt Men,andin honeſt wayeer, 
How everifin trath We have been miſtaken in fſach Our eleQion, the 
particular ſhall be no ſooner diſcovered to Us, either by Or own 
obſervation, or other certaine information, then We wil leave them 
co Pablike Juſtice,underthe markes of Our diſpleaiure.- | 

If notwithſtanding this, any malignant Party ina}l take heart, and 
be willing to ſacrifice the Peace and Happinelſe of their Counttey 
totheir own ſiniſter ends and ambitions, under what pretenceof ReHh- 
gion and Conſcience ſoever ;If they ſhall endeavour to leffen our Re- 
putation and intereſt,andto weaken Our Lawfull Power,and Autho- 
rity with Our good Subje&s, if they ſhal go abour, by diſcountenan- 
Cing the preſent Laws, to looſen the Bonds of Government, that all 
diſorder & confuſion may break in upon Us, We donbt not,but God 
in his good time will (1ſcover themunto Us ; and the wiſdome and 
courage of Our High Court of Parliament joyn with Us in their fap- 
preſſion and puniſhment. 

Having now faid.all that We can, to exprefle the clearnefſe and up- 
rightnefſe of Our Intentions to Our people. & done all we can to ma- 
niteft thoſe Intentions, We cannot but confidently believe al Our good 
Subjc&s will acknowledge Our part to be fully performed, both in 
deeds paſt,and preſent Reſolutions,to do whatſoever withJuſtice may 
be required of Us, and that their quiet and proſperity depends now 
wholy upon themſelves, and isin their own power, by yeelding all 
obedience and due reverence tothe Law , which is the inheritance of 
every fubje&, andthe only ſecurity he can have for bis Lite, Liberty, 
or Eſftate,and the which being negle&ed or diſeſteemed Cunder what 
ſpecious ſhews ſoever) a great meaſure of infelicity, it not an irrepara- 
ble confuſion muſt without donbt fall aporthem. And We doubt not 
t will be the moſt acceptable Declaration a King can make to His 
SubjeAs, that for Oar part We are reſolved not onely duly to eb- 
ſerve the Laws Our Selfe,but to maintaine them againſt what oppo=- 
firion ſoever,though with the haz:rd of 'Our being. - 

And Our hope is, that not only the Loyalty and good AﬀeRtions 
of all Oar loving Subje&s, wiH concur with Us in the conſtant preſer-: 
ving a good underſtanding betweene Us and Oar people, but at rhis 


tine their own, and Oar interreſt-and compaſſtonot the Jamer table 
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poore Proteſtant Subjefts in 1-land wil invitethem 
to a faire intelligence and unity amongſt themſelves, thatſo-we may 
with one heart intend the relieving & recovering that unhappy King 
dome, where thoſe barbarous rebels praftiſe fuch inhumane and un” 
heard of Outrages upon Our miſerable people, that no Chriſtian eare* 
can hear without horrour, nor (tory paralell. And as Welook upon 
this,as the greateſt affitivn it hath pleaſed God to lay upon Us, ts 
Ourunhbappineſle is increaſed , in that by the diftempers at home fo 
early remedies have not been applicd to thoſe growing evils as the ex= 
peRation and neceility there requires,though tor Our part,asV Ve did 
upon the firſt notice acquaint Our Parliament of Sco:/and(whereV Ve 
then were)with that ilioorequitag their aid and aſſiſtance, and 
gave like ſpeedy intimation and recommendation to Our Parliament 
here; ſo fince Our return hither, V Ve have been forward to all th 
which have been propoſed'ta Us tompreigght wo'k, and haye lately 
Our $elfe offered ( by a Meſſage to Our Houſe of Pecrs, and commu- 
nicated to Our Houſe of Commons)to take upon Us the care toraife 
ſpeedily tenthouſand. Engliſh Voluntiers {or thatdcrvice if the Houſe 
of Commons ſhall declare thac they, will pay them ; which, par ticus 
lars V Ve are(in a manner) neceſſitated to publiſh, tince VVe are in- 
formed that themalice ot ſome perionshath whiſpered jr abroad;rhat 
the no ſpecdier advancing of this -bufinefſe hath proceeded from ſome 
want of alacrity in Ls to thiggreat work, whereas V Ve acknowledge 
it a high crime againk Almighty God, and-incxcuſable to our good 
Subje&s of Our three Kingdoms gf V Ve did fottothe urmoſt imploy 
all Our powers and faculties rg the ſpeedieſt: and moſt efteRuall afliit- - 
ance and proteCion of that difftefled peoples;..:: - . | | 
And we fhall now conjure all Our or 
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| | Subje&s ( of what degree 
ſoever)by all the Bonds of Love,- Duty, or Obedience that arepre- 
cious to good men, to joyn with Us torthe Recovery. of the Peace 
of that Kingdome, .and the: prefervatiqn of the Peace of this, to re- 
move all their. Dgubts and Feares,which may interrupt their affe&ion 
to Us,and all their Jcalouſies and apprehenfion which may leſſen their 
Chariry to each other, and then ( it the fins of this Nation have not. 
prepared an OREN gapont for us a1[) God will yet make Us a 
Great and a Glorious Kinggover a Free and Happy People. - 4 
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